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65 surveys sent; 2 surveys returned by Post Office “Unable to Forward” 
35 surveys completed and returned; results compiled below: 
 
1. Do you want your neighborhood to be included in the urban growth boundary? 

No. I like the area 
the way it is. 

  
 14 

Yes. I want our 
neighborhood 
included into the 
UGB w/no 
exceptions. 

   
10 

Possibly, but only 
under the following 
circumstances: 

• Only after a strong, enforced growth management plan is in effect and it is clear that 
more sprawl is absolutely necessary AND increased traffic flow is provided for. 

• That a plan w/progressive, smart design (e.g. Columbia, MD) is developed and 
adhered to. This plan should be agreed upon by developers, County & current 
homeowners. 

• This plan would provide parks, a K-5 school, trails, and lot sizes not smaller that 
10,000 sq. ft. It would also preserve green spaces and not overload Mill Creek with 
pollution. 

• I am concerned about the Greenspace behind our house. I would like to know that it 
will not be damaged by excessive amounts of homes. I would like to see low density 
housing with sidewalks & walking trails. It would be my preference to have 
Battleground School District build a school rather than sell it and putting high density 
housing on that property. 

• Under NO circumstances!! 
• As a planned development which preserves the environment & feeling of rural 

neighborhood.  Larger the lots the better quality of life and less impact on 
environment. 

• LEVYS TO PASS like votes for school improvement or new schools “First” so we 
don’t end up like Portland like the developers are heading us for… 

• Careful planning & zoning is important – see comments under 9. 
• Once the roads are taken care of. 
• This area is comprised of nice, large homes. Average lot size is 2 acres or larger. 

Home values range from about $375k to $1 million. New development should follow 
this trend. 

• New homes built with assurances of safety to existing structures (avoid slides, 
serious storm water issues). New construction should be on a par with existing 
neighborhood and maintain the area’s wildlife & protected species, and rural “feel”. 

• Under a well-planned ecologically-friendly community plan allowing for trails & open 
space for people & wild life. Horse trails, hiking & pedestrian-friendly access to area. 

• We want to be able to develop our property the way we want, not how the 
neighborhood association would like it done. Our property has been in the family a 
long time and we think we should have the say in how it is developed. 

• Increased pedestrian/bike access on south to WSU, streets connecting to 29th 
Avenue & 179th Street on west and north. Fair zoning changes for all present 
landowners who want zoning changes. 

Strongly Agree   Agree 
 

Disagree   Strongly 
Disagree 

Unsure    
2. It’s important to maintain and 
strengthen a sense of community as this 
area grows. 

 
13 

 
16 

 
2 

 
0 

 
4 
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3. For me, “a sense of community” means that: 
The neighborhood seems like a good place to live. 30 
Neighbors know their neighbors. 16 
Neighbors get together for friendship and common events. 17 
Homes are similar in size, value & design. 9 
Homes are of various sizes, values & designs; similar housing types are together.  12 
Homes are all on similar size lots. 6 
Homes are on a variety of lot sizes ranging from 5k to 20k square feet. 6 
Homes are on similar sized lots of 20k square feet or larger. 12 
There is a HOA to set and enforce neighborhood standards. 9 
There are trails for walking, biking & riding horses. 17 
There is trail access to WSU campus & other nearby destinations. 18 
There are neighborhood parks with green spaces, picnic areas & a playground. 17 
There are recreation facilities like ball fields, a basketball court & tennis courts. 10 
There are large open spaces for wildlife and natural habitat. 22 
There are neighborhood businesses that you can walk to from your home. 5 
There is an elementary school that also serves as a neighborhood center. 12 
It’s easy to walk or bike to any place in the neighborhood. 18 
There are opportunities to view wildlife in their natural setting. 18 
There are covered structures like wildlife observation kiosk, benches, and picnic 
areas. 

4 

 
3. For me, “a sense of community” means that: 
Other/Comments:  

• Want minimum 1 acre lots. 20k sq. ft. too small. This area cannot hold high density housing. 
• Homes of various sizes & styles, with no lots smaller than 10,000 sq. feet. 
• Maintain multi-acre lot sizes!!! No housing developments!!! 
• Neighborhood businesses that you could walk to would be nice, but not necessary. 
• No lots smaller than 10,000 sq. feet especially off of 37th Avenue where the run off will effect the creek & 

greenspace! 
• There are coyotes & other wild life that need a place to exist, otherwise rodents, rabbits will become a big problem. 
• Lot size should be dictated by environmental impact to Mill Creek. 
• Who pays for maintenance of these proposed trails and community projects??? Higher taxes? NO THANKS. 
• Absolutely NO horse trails, horses tear up ground, horse droppings cause pollution, dogs usually accompany horse 

rider which cause problems with other dogs & animals, property owners would be compelled to put fences up along 
trails to protect their property. Trails encourage sexual predators to hide out and look for victims. Streets with 
sidewalks are safer and out in the open. There are murders & drugs on trails, horse owners can pay for their own 
expense. There will be a yearly fee to pay for trails. 

• The school should be the place for parks & recreation facilities. 
• Open to some higher density in non-sensitive areas near 179th Street if trade-off for large open wildlife areas. 

Strongly Agree 
 

Agree 
 

Disagree 
 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Unsure   
4. This neighborhood needs 
safe, convenient 
transportation routes if growth 
occurs. 

15 19 1 0 1 
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5. How would you provide safe & convenient transportation routes? 
More streets & access into the neighborhood. 13 

Design streets to slow traffic speed to 20 MPH or less. 9 

Include sidewalks along all streets. 17 

Provide a trail system away from streets. 16 

Install traffic signals at main entrance(s) to the neighborhood. 8 

Striped bike lanes on main streets. 13 

Lighting along streets & trails 15 

Other/Comments:  

• Improve quality & width of existing roads!!! 
• Possibly more streets & access into the neighborhood, if done right. 
• Improve pavement, widen streets. 
• Incorporate safe, lit, rain shelters at points for school bus stops. 
• Are the current roads really unsafe & inconvenient? All roads are unsafe when there are unsafe drivers. 
• Roads seem to be safe now. However, some minor adjustments could be made such as the blind dip on the north 

side at 174 & 50th being filled in. Also the hill on 174 could be wider and the use of a painted line would be 
beneficial.  I like the area the way it is, if there had to be a road added, maybe adjacent to the power lines from 174th 
north to 179th. 

• Street lights can look all the same. 
• Access to main roads is very limited. One way out now and maybe one more way out to 179th Street. If area is 

dense-packed it will take 15 minutes or so just to get out of this area. NO GOOD. 
• Geography makes street developments a problem. Traffic increases need to be managed with lower speeds and 

feeds directly onto 179th instead of through existing streets. 
• We need pedestrian/bike access to WSU and Legacy Hospital with a bridge across Mill Creek on south side of our 

neighborhood. We need auto access to the west or north in addition to present east-only entry. 
• Trail systems are not safe! 
 
6. Should we create & ask the County to adopt a traffic circulation plan NOW that could serve 
future growth in this neighborhood? 
Yes, identify specific locations for the future main roads now. 24 

No, wait for growth to occur & identify roads as needed. 5 

Unsure 6 

Strongly Agree 
 

23 

Agree 
 

6 

Disagree 
 

1 

Strongly 
Disagree 

0 

Unsure   
 

4 

 
7. Preserving green space and 
protecting wildlife habitat is 
important.      
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8. How would you preserve green space and protect wildlife habitat? 

Create natural buffers along streams.  
28 

Coordinate community trails & parks w/wildlife habitat.  
18 

Use trees & landscaping for cover.  
20 

Design with the land.  
20 

Take advantage & preserve natural resource features.  
19 

Use regional stormwater facilities instead of one for each development.  
10 

Other/Comments:  

• What is “design with the land?” 
• Cut down few trees, plant more 
• No access-ability to non-property owners. 
• Put no more than 1 house per acre. 
• Ensure contiguous riparian areas and prepare watershed protection plan with enforceable penalties and power to 

impose moratia (sic) and injunctions where perceived violations occur. 
• None of the above suggestions are necessary. Do we really need to organize an “organization” to maintain our own 

properties? No one needs to have a say in what we do with our own land but ourselves. 
• Why change what’s not broke? It seems a waste to me to change what already works and has for many, many 

years. 
• If green space or wild life area is designated in a particular area, property owners should be compensated 

monetarily by paying the property owners for true value for property taken. 
• Keep existing trees/habitat. Habitat should be improved as development happens; example: remove invasive 

blackberries & plant trees to shade out future berry growth like Clark PUD does on Salmon Creek, whatever 
provides best use of land with wildlife & creek benefits. Detention ponds should be habitat, too.  Wildlife is a main 
source of enjoyment at our home. In one weekend saw 5 deer, nesting wood ducks & mallards. 

• This is a key along with lot size and lower density to saving our quality of life and neighborhood safety from 
slides/storm water, etc. 

• Keep dogs on leashes when near or in wildlife area. 
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9. What other community values should be considered that are not addressed in this survey? 
• Do we have the right to say NO I don’t want to be included into the UGB? Or is that a bogus question? What if the 

majority says NO? What happens? Will the results of this survey be posted on the website? With ALL additional 
comments & questions? I don’t understand how these questions will make a difference? 

• Constrain and contain urban sprawl. Maintain rural properties for local produce supply. I do not want to have to 
import all of our “locally” grown fruits & veggies from Oregon because we have let all of our farm properties to 
become housing tracts. I do not want to see the west side of Vancouver become a copy of the east side. 

• Property values: NOT decreased. 
• Maintain the urban growth boundaries to avoid urban sprawl, use in-fill within existing urban growth boundaries. 
• Property values: NOT decreased. 
• Homeowners in this area CHOSE to invest and live on acreage. This is one of the highest value for living in this 

area. Do not allow the county and developers to STEAL this from us. It’s priceless, but they will try to put a small 
price on it. To move my family would be very costly, and disrupt several YEARS of our lives, and remove hours of 
my days from then on through longer commute times to work. 

• Don’t remove any trees and leave the green space natural for wild life. 
• I’m mostly just seeking some resolution of the urban growth boundary issue so I can plan for the future. 
• I look around Clark County & see housing developments where the houses are so close together that I see Clark 

County’s future slums. Our roads and schools are already overcrowded with the development that already has 
happened. I really feel sorry for the future generations. 

• Preserve the autonomy of our existing neighborhoods through green spaces while connecting them with trails. 
• WSU is a key item in our area and should be considered in our growth and theirs. 
• No more housing developments in these areas without first a plan for more schools cause lots of kids come with 

new homes. We will become Portland & LA, what we DO NOT want. Stand up for our city. 
• School district coordination, provision of estimates/limits on any proposed school construction, bus barns. 
• Address specifics of proposed “neighborhood businesses” in walking distance e.g. strip malls, fast food chains, gas 

stations, versus daycare providers, etc. 
• Condominiums/Townhomes. 
• Can Battle Ground School District support more students without increasing taxes? 
• Who will bear the cost of public sewer & water to home/property owners who now have private wells & septic 

systems? 
• Need for more than one entrance/exit to area from 179th or 50th in event of emergency. 
• I would like my property to be more marketable as a development piece; therefore most of these questions should 

be left up to the developer & County process. 
• There should be a level of RESPECT that a “group” does not mandate the decisions that a property owner rightfully 

has in land ownership. If you want an “organized” community, move to one that exists already. 
• Any new development directly adjoining existing homes should be of similar lot size transitioning to smaller lots; i.e., 

don’t put 5000 sf lots next to 20,000 sf lots. Presently this area is developed with acreage-type home sites primarily 
and it’s important to respect this character. New development on larger lots, 10-20,000 sf, should be placed to allow 
future re-subdivision to smaller lots in 10-20 years as the area continues to grow; i.e., provide for future infill 
development. 

• An adult community is missing in this survey and in this area. There should be an area for housing those over 55 
years of age. A central community center and outdoor activity walking trails, 9-hole golf, swimming, etc., that could 
be shared with other neighbors. 

• Taking of property: Property owners being compensated for main roads put through their land. 
• Assure higher standards for development than County standards. Make that a selling point. Habitat enhancement & 

planning to offset development could begin now! Reforest & blackberry removal is a good start. SunRiver is a good 
example of a livable community. 

• Safety to the existing homes in the area must be given more priority. Slide history & storm water issues pose 
serious threats to existing homeowners from future development. Threats to the safety & investments of existing 
homeowners must be avoided. 

• I expect higher property values and taxes – government (including any future homeowner associations) should not 
unduly restrict home-based businesses because we may need them to earn enough to pay our taxes. Example: day 
care in homes should be allowed. 

 


